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SUBJECT: CODEL BAKER: MEETING WITH PRESIDENT SADAT 

REF: CAIRO 5222 

1. SUMMARY: SENATOR BAKER HAD MAY 24 MEETING 
WITH PRESIDENT SADAT DURING WHICH LATTER REVIEWED 
PRESENT STATUS OF ME SITUATION AND PROVIDED HIS 
OUTLOOK ON PROSPECTS FOR PROGRESS TOWARD SOLUTION 
OF ARAB ISARAELI PROBLEM IN CONTEXT OF FORTHCOMING 
SALZBURG SUMMIT AND OF GENEVA CONFERENCE. SADAT 
INDICATED HIS HOPE SALZBURG WOULD PROVIDE 
CLARIFICATION OF US POLICY POSITION AND 
MENTIONED SOME POINTS THAT HE WOULD RAISE THERE 
(REPORTED SEPARATELY.) SADAT ALSO INDICATED HIS 
SERIOUS CONCERN ABOUT DEVELOPMENTS IN LIBYA 

IN LIGHT OF RECENT KOSYGIN VISIT. END SUMMARY. 

2. PRESIDENT AND MRS. SADAT WITH VICE PRESIDENT 
MUBARAK RECEIVED SENATOR AND MRS. BAKER, TOGETHER 
WITH CHARGE AND MRS. MAESTRONE, ACCOMPANIED BY 
SENATOR'S TWO ASSISTANTS, TILLMAN AND BRANSON, AT 
HIS BARRAGES REST HOUSE, MAY 24. 

3. SENATOR BAKER OPENED CONVERSATION BY 
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AND BEIRUT, CONTRASTING THE STABILITY OF JORDAN 
WITH THE TOUCHY SITUATION IN LEBANON. AS FOR 
ISRAEL, WHILE HE COULD NOT POINT TO ANYTHING 
SPECIFIC, HE FELT THERE WAS AN INDICATION OF SOME 
FLEXIBILITY IN ISRAELI POSITION. COMPARING HIS 
CONVERSATIONS WITH ARAFAT, AND OTHER PALESTINIANS 
IN BEIRUT, WITH THOSE IN ISRAEL, IT SEEMED 
APPARENT TO HIM THAT AGREEMENT BETWEEN EGYPTIANS 
AND ISRAELIS COULD PROBABLY BE MORE EASILY 
ACHIEVED THAN ON ANY OTHER FRONT. 

4. SADAT COMMENTED ON TRAGEDY OF ISRAELI 
OPPOSITION TO US POLICY AND POINTED TO CONFUSION 
WHICH EXISTS IN ISRAELI POLITICAL SITUATION. 

5. RE LEBANESE PROBLEM, SADAT SAID HE WANTED 
TO HELP PRESIDENT FRANGIEH PUT END TO CURRENT 
CONFLICT WAS NOT OPTIMISTIC.## STABLE ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR PALESTINIAN PRESENCE THERE SHOULD 

BE AGREED UPON. SADAT SAID THAT, WHILE HE 
CONSIDERED ARAFAT A MODERATE, HE WAS A WEAK MAN 
PERSONALLY. HOWEVER, HE WAS ONLY PALESTINIAN LEADER 
WITH WHOM ONE COULD DEAL. IN THIS CONNECTION 
SENATOR NOTED THAT PALESTINIAN PRESENCE AT GENEVA 
CONFERENCE WOULD PRESENT DIFFICULT SITATION. 

ISRAELIS WERE PREPARED NEGOTIATE WITH ARAB 
GOVERNMENTS, BUT NOT PLO. AS TO PLO ASPIRATIONS, 

HE WAS STRUCK BUT ARAFAT'S REPLY TO HIS QUESTION 
ABOUT WHAT LAND THEY DESIRED, NAMELY, "ANYTHING 
ISRAELIS WOULD GIVE UP." 

6. ASKED WHETHER HE THOUGHT THERE COULD BE 
RETURN TO STEP-BY-STEP PROCESS, SADAT SAID 
ISRAELIS HAD REFUSED EVERYTHING US PROPOSED IN 
PREVIOUS EFFORT. WHILE IT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE TO 
PRESENT AT GENEVA SOME SORT OF OVERALL PROPOSAL 
WITH GUARANTEES, WHICH COULD BE IMPLEMENTED IN 
STAGES, IT WOULD MEAN THAT US COULD NOT BRING 
ABOUT PEACE IN ME WITHOUT USSR, WHICH WOULD GIVE 
SOVIETS RENEWED ROLE IN AREA WITH INCREASED POSSIBILITIES 
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FOR MISCHIEF-MAKING. IN REPLY TO BAKER QUERY 
WHETHER SPECIFIC BOUNDARIES COULD BE DEFINED 
IN SUCH A PROPOSAL, SADAT INDICATED 
THIS WOULD BE GOOD, BUT PROBABLY ONLY GENERAL 
LINES OF SOLUTION COULD BE SKETCHED. HE WAS 
PREPARED TO ACCEPT 1967 BORDER WITH MINOR 
RECTIFICATIONS. 
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7. PROBLEM WAS, SADAT SAID, THAT US HAD NOT 
MADE ITS POSITION CLEAR. IF US POSITION AFTER 
POLICY REASSESSMENT REMAINS UNCLARIFIED, US 
POSITION IN ME WILL BE SERIOUSLY DAMAGED. HE 
AGREED WITH SENATOR THAT SOVIETS ARE NOT IN 
HURRY TO CONVENE MEPC. 

8. CHANGING SUBJECTS, SADAT EXPRESSED HIS SERIOUS 
CONCERN OVER DEVELOPMENTS IN LIBYA IN LIGHT OF RECENT 
KOSYGIN VISIT. SOVIETS HAD AGREED 

PROVIDE LIBYANS WITH $4 BILLION WORTH OF 
MODERN ARMS, EVEN MORE SOPHISTICATED THAN THOSE 
GIVEN TO SYRIA. THESE INCLUDED 2000 T-72 
TANKS, THE NEWEST SOVIET MODEL, ADVANCED 
TUPOLER TRANSPORT PLANES, AND LATEST MISSILES. 

MOREOVER, IT WAS NO SECRET THAT SOVIETS WERE 
CONSTRUCTING MODERN NAVAL BASE AT TOBRUK. 

SINCE LIBYANS WERE INCAPABLE OF HANDLING THIS 

SOPHISTICATED EQUIPMENT, SOVIETS WOULD DO IT FOR THEM. A HEAVILY 
ARMED LIBYA AND SOVIET CONTROL OVER 2000 MILE 
LIBYAN CASTLINE REPRESENTED THREAT TO EGYPT 
AND TO US. 

9. AT CONCLUSION OF DISCUSSION, SADAT 
REITERATED HIS HOPE TO SEE NEW AMERICAN EFFORT 

TO BRING PEACE TO ME AND TO HAVE IT ACHIEVE 
SUCCESS US DESERCED. SENATOR BAKER THANKED 
PRESIDENT SADAT AND CONCLUDED WITH REFERENCE TO 
HIS LONG RELATIONSHIP WITH PRESIDENT FORD IN 
CONGRESS AND ASSURED SADAT HE WOULD FIND HIM 
A GOOD MAN WITH SOUND AND INTELLIGENT JUDGMENT 
IN WHOM HE COULD HAVE FULL CONFIDENCE. 
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NOTE BY OC/T: ##SENTENCE AS RECEIVED. 
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